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FOREWORD

Numerous articles have been written gbout the Aluminum Company

of Canada's project at Kitimat, Kemane, and Nechsko, known ag the

Alcen Project, These have appeared mainly in engineering journals
or econstruetion snd electrical magazines, The subjeet mgtter has

been, as & rule, technical or statistical.

The reader will finé no such msterial im this book, ether than
the bare essentials necessary to support or set the stage for the

humen interest incidents related.

Chapter Zeroc, which outlines the purpose of the preject and the
geographical nature of its various phases, can be ignored if

depired. It does describe the terrain and sets the comtinuity.

No attempt is made to give aceurate dates for any incident, or
even to place them im chronelogical order, and ne names are given

unless essential.

I hed the good fortune to be located for sometime in the ¢ ampe
of Weat Tahtss, Nechako smd Kitimat.



CHAPTER ZERO

There is only ome word to explain the reason behind the project
wvhich, in British Columbia, is known as the Alcan Project, That
word is Pover., PFower for the Aluminum Company of Canada's smelter
at Kitimat at the head of the Douglas Chanmel on Canada's west

ceoast,

The scope of the projeet is large in imagination, money, and a rea.
Urdoubtedly the imagination was there, the money available, but

wvhat sbout the area?t

What wvas needed? A reserveir te be created by a dam, site for a
pover house, location on tikl water to sllov deep sea vessels to
doek, end an area for a town where someday 30,000 te 50,000 people

eould work and have their homes,

Three sites vere investigated, By ordinary means, maybe five years
to do this might have been required., One year was cut from this
figure by use of helicopters. After much exploration, the pite
vas chogen. In faet, in time it seemed that nature herself designed

it for this tnir purpose.

It i an area as large as Wales, or half the size of Vaneouver
Island, extending from the Nechako River on the east end of the
project, to the towmsite for the new town of Eitimat te be built
at the vest end of the project at the tip of the Douglas Channel
on the Pacifie Ocean = a totel distence of over 220 miles ae the
erow flies, end of various widths, The eest end Has an elevation

3,000 feet above sea level; the west end iz et sea level.
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Before the project could be started, a toeteal of seven major camps
had to be comstrueted, together with meny minor camps for main-
tenance of rosds and other needs, From east to west these were
at the following pointe:

(1) Nechako Canyon - for constructiom of the Kenney Dam and
the spillwvay at Skins Lake,

(2) West Tahtsa = at the west emnd of Tahtsa Lake for construction
of 2-1/2 miles of the tem mile tunnel to Kemsno and the
portel. East Tahtsa camp was a camp required for transfer
of material from vehicles to barges om the lake,

(3) Horetsky - for comstruction of sceess intoe the tunmel at
the half way poimnt and boring esst and westwards - 2-1/2
miles each way.

(4) EKemsno - for comstructiom of the power house, pemstoeks,
and 2-1/2 miles of tunnel towards Horetsky Creek, also
part of the t ransmission line,

(5) EKildale Camp - for building of the tramsmission lime to
Eitimat, Twelve or more minor cemps were constructed over
the L8 miles totel lemgth.

(6) EKitimat - for comstruction of the smelter, together with
docks, storage bins, shippimg buildings, ete.

(7) Townsite - clearing forest and construction of rosds, water,

sever, and bulldings required for a town of am unknown sise.

A total of over 6,000 men were engaged st one time on these projects,

not counting theose crews building the towmsite at Kitimat.
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The Kenney Dam, 300 feet high, wes built to s top the flow of
water dovn the Nechake River. Before thedam, the river drained

a vast watershed, ineluding 12 large lakes. It flowed north-east
toe jein the Fraser River at Vanderhoof, eventually entering the
Pacifie Ocean at Vancouver. It is interesting to think, mow that
the projeet is completed, that this water, except the flov over
the spillway et Skins Leke, still finds ite way into the Pacific
Ocean, but 400 miles further north of Vancouver through the Kemane

pover house.

To reach the site of the Kemney Dam, & read £0 miles long was

built from Vanderhoof on the Capsdian Nytiomsl Railwey. This road,
to ecarry extremely heavy loads of material and machinery required
et the dam, was comstrueted and was dome on time in spite of an

early spring.

The West Tahtsa camp was much smaller, but considerably more isolated.
Located at the extreme west end of 22 mile lomg Tahtsa Lake,
surrounded by high peaks, 140 miles from the Kenmney Dam, This camp
ves on the furthest wast lske forming the reservoir and the point

at vhich the pertal to the 10 mile lonmg tunnel is situated., The
reservolr is the third lergest in the world, covering 335 square
miles, and has a storsge capadity of approximstely 900 million

eubie foot,

Once more it was necessary to build a good road. This ome 105 miles
in length, meinly throggh virgin forest amnd over rough terrain, Its
starting point vas Burns Leke, also on the C,N,R, west of Vanderhoof.
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Morrison & Knudsen, known as M-K, mainteined a ceamp and warehouses
at Burne Lake for the trans-shipment of material and equipment, etec.
on its way to East Tahtsa and eventually by barge to West Tahtea.

M-K also looked after men moving in end out of the West camp.

At the end of the road st East Tahtsa, everthing transperted that
far vas reloaded om two huge barges which shuttled the 22 miles
between the Esst and West camps. Only a few regular men were
required at this point, but sgain provision had to be made to

accommodate crevs movimg to end from the jeb.

The camp st Kemano was a littlesbove sea level, about 11 miles west
of Thhtsa, over a mountain named after McNeely DuBose, vi se-president
at that time of Alean, snd ome of the men vhese imagination comceived

Eitimat.

The camp itself, 2600 feet below the level of Tahtesa Lske and 10
miles from tidewater amchorage at the tip of the Gerdmer Canal,

elso needed a good rosd from salt water to the site and one capable
of carrying tremendous loads. Three major bridges were required,
One headache was that everything had to be either flowm in or sent
by barges from Vencouver and there was mo doek for unloading, This
was accomplished by beaching the big barges snd unlosding onto the
ground, and later by building = barge grid. Approximately 25 barges
vere in service, each capable of ¢ arrying 25 to 30 freight care from

Veancouver to Kemano, a distance of 430 sea miles,.

Seven miles of rugged road served Girsinjtyz Horetsky Creek camp,

where the access tunmel was being blasted into the mountain. A
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cable ear, rather than a road, was erected up the slepe abeve the
camp to the adit on the 2,600 foot level vhere the 2-1/2 miles of
tunnel was pushed eastwards, The car, weighing nime toms, was able
to tramsport 26 toms up the slope, a distance of 5,500 feet, The
pover house and penstocks are about% ome-gquarter mile in & man-made
cave inside the mountain, 700 feet long by B0 feet wide and from the
arch of the roof, 118 feet high.

Kildela camp and ite satellite camps will ome day be the subject of

@ story of their own, They served to build the tramsmission line,

an almost impossible engimeering fest over mountain ranges with peaks
7,000 feet high, 1In faet, if this part of the plan had failed,
suscess of the project was doubtful ae it was to some extent, the

key to Kitimat, Perhaps 2 route around by sea might have been

considered. However, the lime was built.

Kitimat, the plant site, mguired more tham ome camp to build the
smelter, substetion, #ilos, warehouses, docks, ete., and nine miles

evay the townsite, fifteern years age nothing but thick forest.

Roads, and still more rcads hed to be built, ss well as a large
bridge to span the Kitimat River to reach the townsite., A1l these
were pushed through either tall timber or muskeg. We will hears

more about this camp.

In 1953 Kitimat became a munieipelity, four years after December 16,
1949, the dete on which the Comptholler of Water Rights for British
Columble gave Alcen approval to go shead with the project om the

Nechako and Naniko River, subjeet to further approval of plans and
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specificationse and the necessery legislation.

Hate off to the men of imaginationl

Pretty dull, but as it has been said, you cannet follew the game

without a programme,



CHAPTER ONE

There i® one time when it paye to be somevhat large and a bit
overveight., Pllots of single engine Beaver planes like to have
the heavy passengers up froat,

I discovered this when I set out in late September, 1951, for
Burne Lake and then on to West Tahtsa camp, where the tunnel was
being driven. From then on, it seemed that when the seating of
passengers was left to the pilet and not V.I.P.'s, I generslly sat

beside the pilet., It was & good vantage point,

¥ith us wes a compenion from the Vancouver office where I had been
hired for duties at West Tahtse. He was going into ecamp to explain
my duties,

It vap a bright sunny morning when we left, I had never flown inm
a eingle engine float plane before,but during the next few years
did eo many times., It was enjoyable, but I wae alwayes glad wvhen ve
touched down. On the project we flew over country that seemed

to be made up chiéfly of mountsins end lakes, snd while pilets
alvays said a plane can coast down with the engine to any stretech
of water, and admittedly there was much of that around, these lakes
goave me the impression of being miles avay f rom anyvhere and mixed

up im a lot of mountein, We did, hovever, reach Burns Lake,

The day after we arrived we inspected the M~K eamp and warehouses
at Burns Lake end goet some idea of the immense quantity of shipments

being handled, I was pussled as to why the office manager and his
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staff, including thepayroll department, functioned at Burms Lge
instead of at the cemp, No doubt I would discover the reasons and

rather suspected I knew already.

Burns Lake, in 1951, wes more or less a fromtier townm, mno sidéwvalks
and false fronts on most stores. It was the coentre of logging
interests and the main street was part of the highway from Prince
George to Prince Rupert. It was thick with dust. In wet weather,

walking presented a problem as the dust turned to mud.

You played s game, Choosing a dcorway further up the street, you
estimated thedstance and then estimated the speed of the vehicles
on the road, finslly your own speed. If you made it, you scored
one point. If you did mnot, you lost a point, but g ained & eleaning
bill.

A day later, aleo in a Beaver, snd again sitting uwp front, ve flew
on to East and West Tahtsa. The country was varied forest, lakes,
open speces in which ve sawv some moose, Aes we approached the

area known ss Mosguite Hille, I observed the pilet put his hand up
to brece himself afainst the roof. Suddenly we dreopped, I svear,

a hundred feet.

"Better put your belts on," said the pilot, - "turbulence.®

"A bit late,” I thought to myself, and 'ﬂl?ilitllf an understatement.”
Ever after I watched the pilot on that route and acted promptly.

East Tahtsa camp vas close to a flgt area of open land at the junction



of Tahtsa Lake and the river of the same nsme., High mountains
encroached from both sides, After paying a visit to the cookhouse,
ve inspected one of the two barges which travel up md down the 22

mile long lske, taking about five hours to do the ome way trip.

These barges were designed with steel deck laid on a steel hull,
construeted in the form of separate compartments for various types
of fuel oil used at the camp. Driven by a 150 horse power motor,
they made about four knots, were approximately 90 feet lomg by

35 feet vide, and carried tremendous loads up and down the lake.

In order that at least ome of the barges would be available on
time, different methods of getting them to East Tehtss had been used.

One was dismentled, taken by roesd to the esst end of Tahtsa River

in sections rnd there sssembled. A large tractor, complete with
wineh, wvas welded to the deck im the bow snd them, under its own
pover, the barge proceeded up the river to the lake. Considerable
use had to be made of the winoch to manceuvre thus hulking vessel
selong the swift, narrow, winding river. It got there on time.
Meanvhile, the second berge, alsc in sections,was loaded on flat deck
trucks, thken over the newly constructed roed and e ventually
assembled on time. An 80D North West shovel was also dismantled

and sent in sections over the same route.

The mounteine loomed high above us snd closer ws we neared West
Tahtsa at the dead end of the valley. Under us the water was elear

and blue, It was 1ike lookinmg into a mirror. Net a ripple.
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"Is it herd to land a plane on such still watert™ I asked the pilet.

"Yes, you cannot gauge how near you are and ean plumge through

rather than land on 1t."
®"Is there anything you ecam do about it7®
®"Well, sometimes we throw something out to make a small wave.”

Some weeks later a plane turned over due to this very reason. The
pilot and plane vere rescued and spart from the loss of a few cases

of eggs - by breakage = no grest demage was done.

As we landed on the water and drifted towards our moorning at the
ramp, I got a look at what was to be my home for the next seven

monthe,

It locked small and crowded. It was small and it was ecrowded, very

erowded.

The campsite, nestled under high mountsins, wes a triangular plece

of delta=like land with the base of the triangle forming a slight bday
in the lake. The shoreline to right and left extended about half a
mile, vith steep mountain slopes cutting off any passage at either
end, At the left was the ses plane ramp, wvhile at the opposite end
vas the doeck for the barges, Behind it was & building to store the
dynamite, The right leg of the trisngle was aslso about half a mile
in length, the left one a 1ittle less.

This 16ft leg was the base of the mountainm ef Mt, DuBose, where the

tunnel would be built. From the apex of the trismgle a gentle stream
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flowed down the right edge of the site and bisected the camp. It

turned out to be not so gentle sfter the first touch of winter.

On this plot Of lamnd, less tham 100 acres all teld, im sddition te
the tunnel portal and the sceess ecut running back from the mountasin
on a four percent grade, vere the quomset huts of various sizes and
stages of comstruetion. They housed recreation hall, movies and
badminton seection; mess hall and kitchen; offices for M-K gnd small
combined Alean offices and quarters; machine shop; eleetriecal shopj)
earpenter shop; pipe shop; power house to supply needs for light
and vater, pumps, airlines, snd drilling equipment; pump house on
edge of stream for ecamp water supply; twe warehouses; thedrying
room at the mouth of the tumnel above the added slope for drying
men's clothes; pump house; emergency food building for four months
supply, if necessary; snd a railway with switching spd dumping
facilities,

With so much space required for the permement construction camp,
vhere vere the temporary camp, tents, and small wooden buildings

eitusted?

You guessed itl On platforms connected by duckwalke erected on

stilts over the wvater fromt,

This camp epemed May 10, 1951 and closed at the end of comstruction
in 1953. It vas an idesl location in the summer and fall, but vhen
the reins came, life was not so pleasant and my suspicions in Burns

Lake were confirmed.
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Fifteen men to a tent, without --,h..ii-. and one's clothes - wet =
hanging on l1imes or nails, or dry clothes in a suitcase, is not
ideal secommodation. After my first wet dey ik camp, my thoughts

turned to home, or at least the hotel in Burms Lake.

Moving sabout the camp on wet, narrow, duekboards, is diffieult by
day, dangercus by night, and dissstrous after celebrating. It's a
long way down to the water,

The mess? hall was s number of tents joined at the centre by a
ecookhouse tent, from which superb meals were passed out. WNothing
but the best, Roast beef, pork, chicken, Ill;, turkey, steaks st
times, and fish. Everything with all the trimminges.

I realized the meaning of surfeit and on my first trip back home,
chose stev instead of the traditiconal fatted eslf.

My wife was stunned. e



CHAPTER TWO

A fondmess for an occcasional poached kipper lead to a situstion in

camp wvhich started in fun and almost ended in celamity,

One day when visiting the East Tahtsa ecamp, I discovered that they
had kippers there on occasions, se I took back to my camp a small
supply for the cook to prepare for Sumday breskfast for myself and
enyone else who might like them, When I sat down at my plece at
one of the tables to enjoy myself, there were a number of rude
remarks from my companions, but it was all in fun., In the next issue
of tl;.llill eamp nevspaper, there appeared an editorial te the
effect that kippers were unwelcome and if they appeared agein,
either they or Melérum must go. In lesgue with the editor, I wrote
a8 letter to the paper stating that I reserved my right to eat
kippers vhen I liked, If any attempt wes made to intimidete me,

I would take my case to the highest authority im the country. This
caused a lot of smusement. Then, out of the blue came a notice,
signed by the ¢amp menager, who had neither e sense of humour nor

a taste for kippers, that kippers would no longer be served in camp,
In the meantime, a number of men had intimated that they liked
kippers and some had beem supplied for their breskfast. The order
ereated so much resentment that it was withdrawn end kippers
appeared regularly on the menu. From then on, wvhenever the office
manager came inte breakfsst and found them beimg served, he stalked

out,
Did he go without breakfast, or wait? I never found out, Hew
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embarrgssing if the project had come to an abrupt end because of

a kipperl
I guess strikes have been called for less reason.

On s ecomstruetion job of this type and under the sonditions which
preveiléd, expediting of the highest order is required., Unless
materials arrive on time, men become idle s,d the work comes to

a halt,

On the whole, everything wenmt well, but :ae mishap did ocour whieh

ended in s somevhat humourous way.

One day a plane ceme in with some men om board., The passengers
announced they were glasiers, They had been dispatched from

Vancouver without advance notice to the camp.

They were a weleome sight. All the windov fremes were im the huts,
or about to ge in, end winter wes cloeing in on us, but where wvas

the glass?
At Burms Leke warehouse,vhere storsge was considered safe,

An urgent radio messgge was sent to Burns L.;-l "Rush glass
immediately to camp site." Meantime the glaziers fimtwhnd fished
for tveo days while trucks hauled glass to the camp at East Tahtsa
for trans-shipment by barge to West Tahtsa,

Issue the putty! No sign of it, Had i1t been ordered? Evidently
not. Radie Vapcouver: "Rush by plsme to Camp Tahtss supply of
putty®, Another good days fishing,
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The next day while om my way by plane te Burns Lake, I accidentally
intercepted a message on the redio: "Have Meldum brimg back as
many putty knives as he ¢ am lay his hande on"™, 8¢ much for
expediting.



CHAPTER THREE

I don't 1like tunmmels, apart from nice, meat, well made railway or
road tunnels, I hed never been in one vhile it was under con-
struetion, The main tunnel was 25 feet in diameter, slightly
horeeshoe shaped, with a roek fleor om vhich the railwey lines

vere laid,

The roek in the Tahtsa section of the tunmnel was not good,
Considerable wvater was snticipated and with this in mind,
installation plens included sound provision for sm adequate pumping
syetem throughout the length of esch o and ome-half mile s ection,
As it turmed out, wvery little water was encountered; im faect, it

wae wvhat is known emongst miners as a dry tunnel.

Drilling was done f rom a jumbo comstructed om vheels with three
tiers of working epasce, Crewe of four men each, worked on the ground
floor and the three upper tiers boring holes in a set pattera in

the fage of the rock, The pattern ensured that dynamite shots

vent off in such & vay as to shatter the required area, pushing

the d ebris ocutwvards.

After each shot the tunnel was mucked out by loading brokem roeck
by means of overhead losder onte a emall conveyer belt into the
empty muck cars, These had been pushed by an electric traim inte
the tunnel in traine of about fifteen cars. When the car nearest
the face was full, = cherry picker lifted the empty car at the head

of the train and passed it over the top to the rear, while the trainm
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vas moved forwvard to sllow space at the end for the empty ecar to
be placed, This manoeuvre went on until all the cars were full,
et whieh point the traim travelled out of the tunnel up the four
percent grade and dumped, The scattered dumping created more
building space on the lakeshore, When & full train was goimg up
the acceses slope, an additional engine stending by on 2 siding at

the mouth of the tunnel, came into play.

It was unfortunaste that the grade ecould not have been more graduasl,
but it wee discovered that 2 longer slope would have ended up
either in the lake or too near thealge. High water mark on the
lake had obviously been quite high in some years so nc chances

vere takem of a flood in the tunnel, Proof of this appeasred in
May, 1951, vhen trees that had to be cleared to the campsite

vere cut gt the psckeéd snov level line., After all the snow had
gone in mid-summer, stumps were about six feet high. During the
vinter of 1951, ve had & total smow fall of 54 feet = feest, not

inches - and in the subsequent years 62 and 64 inches.

Some of the rock from the tunmel, after being exposed to the air
outside for s short time, became slmost pulpy and could be squeesed
inteo a soggy mess with the hand, Thie caused trouble because
although the wells end the areh of the tunnel had bteen scaled

until all loese rock was removed, at a later date more rock becams
loose and f ell down. One of these falls caused our first fatal
aceident, From the arech of the tumnel imn the portion that had been
scaled previously, a lsrge roek fell without warning, striking =

man wvho vas passing by, o the head,
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I was on the jury and ever aftervards whenever I was inside the
mountain, I admit I had in mind the possibilities of somethimg
flllllz .

One day while wetehing # drilling operstion on the rear of the
second tier of the jumbo, one of the engineers approached me
silently. Holding & hamdful of small loose pieces of rock, he let
them triekle onto my hard hat, I was sll set to teke off, but
fortunately for my dignity, held still long enough to realize

it was a practiecal joke. I might have panieked, in which case I

would have brokecn the record for the 100 yard dash,

It was known that high up the mountain over the tunnel route, there
vas a deep lake, possibly at one time s veleano., A sharp eye vas
kept on thedrilling face for signes of water. As it happened, it
vas not water im the tunnel that nearly esused dissster, but

water from outside.

With the terrific snowfall in this part of the eountry, people not
familiar with the elimate assume that it is alweys in the spring
that floods oceur, but it is in the fall that the unexpected flash

floodes happen and generally with little warning.

-

The tunnel had been barely started when we had a heavy fallef wvet
enow, felloewed by rising tempersture and rain, Unfortunately, the
rain fell not only st lake level, but high ur on the mountain slopes.
The gentle little stream flowing through the camp was redirected
into its original channel and no longer purred like a kitten., It

started to growvl like a tiger as it rose steadily. It was evident
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that ve were heeding for trouble and by late afterncon, wve were

in trouble.

¥hile the stream was rising, more water poured down the face of

the mountain above the scecess tunnel,

It had been suggested by engineers who knmew the north, that s trench
be cut on the face towsrds the lake and the stresm to eope with any
such flooding. However, those in charge thought otherwise and this

ecould be delayed until the spring. Ne preceutions vere taken,

Meenwhile, things were happening in the stream which was nov roaring
down to the leke, Pgrt of the benk geve way as the weter cut inm
underneath. More men were celled out on the jeb as it vas evidemt
that if the bank continued to eut out, the pumphouse Hﬂﬂiﬂ slip

into the water. The only way te save it wes to move it back if we
conld, A tractor vas hitched onto the skid base end set to pull
back the pumphouse as the water pipes were disconnected., More bank

caved in, loosening a pile of lumber down stream inte the lake.

In the nick of time more bank fell exposing s large rock om the edge
and this rock diverted the current to the other side where it cut

avay harmlessly. Would it held?

Mesntime, the situstion on the aceess slope was serious. The water
level at the bottom of the slope was rising and had reached the

rock face of the tunnel. Tweo pumpe st the bottom of the slope near
the entrance were almost covered. More men got busy, It was s wet,

muddy job, but they worked quickly, disconnecting pipes and hsuling
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the pumps up t¢o a higher location.

The reek had held., &0 had the pumphouse, although the g rader on
standby in case of further developments, The pumps were work img
end kept the vater level down in spite of more rain., Those who

eould be spared, went bsek to bed te wake up next day to find sll

was well., The rain had stopped, the temperature had fallen.

Surprisingly, no-ome siad "I told you so®,
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CHAPTER FOUR

Now that we were occcupying our permanent gquarters, we found living
conditions easier = dry rooms, mere living space, a recreation hall
end a mess hall, all much more comfortable tham tents, Nevertheless,
unable to get out of camp, except by barge or plane, and eut off

at each end of the area by steep cliffs, we found time passed slovly

unless wve made our own resersation.

A film was shown onece or twice a week in the recrestion hell and
there was enough room in the seme building for a game of badminteon
on other days, even though the back line of the court was painted
at the base of the end wall.

Boocks and magezines were popular, but the mein interest, however,
waes cards - bridge and poker topping the list. The camp had many
enthusisstie bridge pleayers and sometimes games drew a number of
spectators, Strangely emough, the bridge games were generally
played by the same devoted foursomes, with poseibly s spare on
occasions., Poker was played for little stakes and big stakes and

was more or less an open game, There is a story from "very reliasble

sources™ about one such session,

Late one night ome of the men, rather the worse for vear, woke up

his pal. Clutched in his hend was a guantity of bills of all
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denominstions, large and small.

"Jim®, he said, "I think they may try amd rell me, Will you keep

this for mel® o~

Without countimg it, Jim stuffed the packet of momey in the pocket
of his ecoat beside the bed amnd wvent back to sleep. In the moraing
he counted it snd found to his emasement, it totalled almost four

thousand deollars,

Later that day, his poker playing pal came loocking for him. OSomevhat
sheepishly, he said: "Jim, did I leave anything with you last night?®

"Yes," was the reply, "I have it here.® Counting out the momney, he

handed over a little less tham four thousand dollars.

BJewee Cee==_® gaid the man, "I had better get out of camp and give

thie to my girl friemd."™
And that is what he did.

The weather wes unpredictable and mused some near accidents. One
happened suddenly. It had been & sultry day with a slight wind.

I had been dovn at the ramp early in the afternconvhen the plane
taxied out onto the lake to take off tovards the mountain., As the
pilot would have to make a tight left-hand bank to head off down
the lake, it was necessary for him to proceed quite a distance

out from the shore, Waving goodbye, I headed for the deck at the
other end of the bay to have a look at a deckload of lumber whieh

had just arrived from East Tahtsa on ome of the barges. Consisting

=22=



mainly of 2" x 4"'s and shiplep 24 feet lomg, the lumber was piled
32 pieces in height end stacks of five or six rows with welking

space between,

Out of movhere and heading nowhere, a terrific twisting wind ripped
down the valley, It ceaught the plane ss it ws about te bank and
caused 1t to plumge headlomg towards the water. Fortunately, the
piloet was able to regain sltitude before touching the water. The
vind contined into shore and like an invisible glent, literally
dealt the shiplap off the piles as if it was s pack of cards in a
game of poker. Shiplep flew in all directions, onto the dock, inte

the water, aeross the deck.

Like a ghost, the wind departed. A1l vas as it had been a few
moments before., Silent snd quite still, but the e vidence was there

to see.

It took a long time to gather up the pieces, but most of the lumber,

including thet in the water, wves eventually salvaged.

Miners are considered, as a rule, to be big husky men who can bend
nails with their teeth, but this is not so. Many s miner is a small
viry man. One in cemp who was small, also gave the impression of
being timid. A group of miners, including the timid soul, were due
to go to Burns L.;- by pleane for a regular x-ray test for silicosis.
With a framk, but scared look, the timid man asked if it was possible
to travel by some other way, admitting that he was terrified of

flying. As the only other way was by barge and road, requiring
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perhaps four, or maybe five days for the round trip, he vas asdvised

he would have to fly if he wanted to continue vork in the tunnel.

Reluetently, he =nd his pals eclimbed into the junkers vhich mnormally
earried freight, but was used on oecasions by passengers who had

to sit on benches fscimg each other. The pilot amd co-pilots seats

were separated from the body of the plame by & fixed partitiom with

a small opening through vhich conversation could be ecerried om

between pilet and passsenger.

* A1l went well on the t rip to Burns Lske, but not so well on the

return flight.

After the x-rays were taken and while wveiting departure back te

camp, the men had visited the beer parlour., They were feeling, to
say the leawt of it, relaxed. Half way home the pilot hed difficulty
in keeping the plene on an even keel and realizing something was
wrong, and loocking through the small windew, he say to his amesement
the mar door of the plame wes open. In the opening ws the timid

man, leaning outvwapds, attending toc a ecell of nature, while his
friende were holding om tight teo his trousers and the bars on each

side of the hatchway.
The pilot nearly collapsed.

He yelled toc his passengers to close the door, which after a struggle
they suceceeded in doing and the plane continued on its even way.
I never did find out if the timid man got over his fear of flying,

or even realized when he sobered up, what he had done.
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CHAPTER FIVE

I have slready stated that I did not enjoy single engine planmes.
I specifically do not like them when they are equipped with skis

instead of wheels or floats.

After the lake had frozen over snd the smow had started to pile up,
our plane at West Tahtsa was ritt-ﬂf=i!=. This necessitated a

runvay of some sort for amn airstrip on the smnow.

To construet this, the snowmobile was brought into aection. It was
an odd looking vehiecle, rather like the body of a ear set omn a set
of tracks. It was most efficient and a lot of fum to ride in, The
driver sat in the centre of the fromt sest with a lever on easch

side of him. The levers controlled the brakimg sction independently
and quite & fair speed could be maintained. With three men on the
front seat, one running the engine controls amd the other two the
right and left braking sction, the vehicle could go all out, A
desefted rosd with good smow banks on each side is the best place

to choose as the machine does not alvays go vhere you think it

should .

Using the smowmobile for runwey packing, only one man wvas in the
front seat. The doors were removed and this was e comforg thought

for the driver as he knew he could Jump fast in an emergemey.

There had been a heavy fall of snow one night and as the camp
superintendent and I had to ge te Burms Lake the next day, the

snovmobile was on the job early.
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A good runvay was resdy and the pilet, the ecamp superintendent,
end myself climbed aboard. Soon ve were gaining altitude and

able to watch the snowmobile do some further packing.

Past East Tahtsa, serenely enjoying the scenery, our peace of mind
was rudely shattered by a message: "Snowmobile at bottom of lake
through hele in ice., Driver jumped and is safe., Take care when

landing on return.”
Needless to sa¥y, we vere not happy, although noome said very much.

Our chore completed in Burns Lske, we set out on our returam trip -
plessant, if one refrained from thinking about the lamding. rllllﬁp
over Esst Tahtsa we lost sltitude and the mountsins om each side J
closed in. It was hard to s ee wvhere the lakeshore ended and the

mountain slopes started., Evepthing was vhite.

In due course, shead of us were a few black dots snd a big black

hele. Very black!

Slowly the ground came up and the hole, dead shead, got bigger
and bigger, at the extreme take-off of the runway, which, at best,

vae not too lomg.

Lover and lower we dropped, and just before touchdown passed over
the geping hole in the lake through vhich the snowmobile had plunged
to the bottom.

"Syish, swish®™, sang the skis as they bit inte the smow. Graduslly

with props reversed, we came to a halt, All was well.
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We had the ansver to our unspoken question, The ice at touchdewn

point wes thick enough to hold us.

On second thought, maybe it was s good thing the hole was not at

the other end of the runway.

The weather often caused trouble, sometimes minor, sometimes major,

ag for instance the rain storm that resulted in the flood.

A new problem casme with the first snow. There were days wvhen it
came down in thick flakes plopping on the surface of the ground,
We had 1dts of equipment to cope with it, but the question vas

vhere to put it.

Any smount could be dumped intc the lake, but this meant losdimg it
on trucks end heulinmg it to the lake front. Meanwhile the roads

had to be kept open for men and mschines, and it wee vital te

keep open the reilvay from the tumnel, the adit slepe, end the

\
dumping ground.

S0, in addition to machines in use, ve barged im a fair sised snow
blover to assist. This did the trick and soon the roads were

lined with high banks whiech shut out the surrounding view,

It was quite an experience to approach the ecamp, either by barge
or low flying plasmes knowing that 350 men vere in the cemp and

seeing noone until ome landed and walked inte the snov mawe,
A nev problem developed with the quomset huts which were designed
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to shed snow. This they did feirly well, but after avhile the
snov which sl1id off the roofs built up ageinst the sides until no

more snow ecould slide,

Twe large quonset hut warehouses, side by side, on a raised platform,
vere almost buried, The snov gathering on the top had to be removed

ouiekly.

I vas wvakened one Sundesy morninmg with the noise of what sounded like
children sguealing with lsughter. Looking out of the window of my
hut, which was like looking down s spy glass as s hole had been cut
through the snowv slopes from the glasa outwarde, I sav a group of

men 5liding down the roof onto the smow banke on their shevels.

0f course, this had to stop, but I did reather want te join them,
It looked like fun.

Graders and shovels cleared the snow from the base of the hut,
allowing the lead om the roof te slide off, From then on the snow
vas not slloved to gather at the sides of sny huts as the pressure

could push the base of the structures inwarde and cause it to collapssg

The powder house, w hich was a large building used to Iti':rrl the
dynemite required for the tunmel, was located as far away as pessible.
Although a potential hazard, it had been permitted providing that

a stockyde of heavy logs wes built around it to redice danger in

the event of an explosien, It loocked like am old prairie fort and
suggested the possibility of Indians sppearing on the scene at any

moment .



Each moraninmg, we glanced in that directionm te see if the roof

was 9till showing above the stockade.
One morning, to our comsternatiom, no roof was visable.

We hurried over and entered the enclosure. Whst a sight met our
eyes! The quonset hut hsd erumpled under the pressure at the base
and the twisted ribs of the roof and sheeting were lying on the

bozes of dynamite stacked below,

It vas & tricky job getiing the mess stralitened out. If it
had gome up, I think we would have all been blown into the lake.
Would the loge have saved us, or would they have been a vorse

hasard as they landed amongst us?
Another weather problem was imn connection with the lake itself.

We could land plames from Burmns Lake at East and West Tahtsa,
providing all three stretches of water were opem, but with the
advent of winter, this wes not alvays the case, Sometimes ome

end vas open while the other hed 2 thin coat of fce. It often
happened that East and West Tehtsa vere different, even t hough only
tventy-tvo miles apart.

The barges ecould navigate for s,ite awvhile becaunse they vere
somevhat of an ieebreaker themselves and were able to foree a marrow
channel. The only danger was sludge ice which, with the flat
bottomed barge, counld gather under the hull. Unless care was takenm,

the barge would come to a standstill and have to back off if pessible.
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Towards freese-up a barge left ilit Tahtsa with seven persons
aboard., It was a c¢old trip es there was only roem for two extra
people in the wheelhouse, The others tock shelfer as best they
could on deck, Ice was thick except for ome chanmel, kept open
by the two barges passing baekvards and forwards between East and
West Tahtea.

About eleven miles from West Tahtsa, the barge rose up slightly in
front with sludge ice pilimg up beneath it,

The captain orddred the barge to proceed astern, but it could net
elear its?lf, As night fell, the temperature dropped lower a,d
lower, end ice was soon formimg om ell sides. PFertunately, radie
contact was made with both cemps and e hlliﬂ#pttrxtrﬂlrtl out.

The pessengers managed to make their way from the barge onto the
iece and as they trudged tovards the camp, picked up ome by ome

by helicopter. Apart from mild frest bite and cold, noome was
injured. However, it was warning of what might happen and what to

be prepared for.

On board, apart f rom the deck cargo, was the emergency reserve
supply of fuel for the camp if the winter continued longer than
expected. Nobody werried. That came later.

Next day, we all realized that the barge was there to stay unless
she could be freed, but how? The prollem was tackled by mounting
a erane on the bow of the other barge, fortunstely moored at West

Tahtse. Chained to the deck, its hook was losded with a rough



bell of hesvy tractor tread. A= the barge nosed away f rom the
doeck, the crane dropped the ball in 2 succession of thuds. The
manoeuvre worked. Blow by blow the ice ecrumbled and the barge

moved steadily out towards ites stranded partner.

£t the end of the day it had to return to camp to let the crew
get some rest a nd food, and to make sure that the ice did not

close the freed chennel behind it.

This went en for some daye. Eaech dsy the rescue vessel inched
closer to the stranded berge, The weather got colder and colder,
the ice thicker and thicker., With eleven miles to go, it soon
beceme evident that the iee would never be beokenm the full distance
without e denger of both vessels being 1ce boumd in mid-lake.

This must never be allowed to happen as come spring ome barge

must remain st West Tahtsa.

The endeavour was eslled off with everyome hoping that fuel wamki
stoecke inm camp would lest until the spring breskup. All would have

been well except for another unforeseen sceident.

While working with & tractor in the vieinity of the oil storsge
tanks at the campside, thedriver inadvertently drove over s fuel
line in the snow, During the night, and well into the next day,
thousands of galldns of stove fuel seeped silemtly out of the pipe

unnoticed by snyone.

It was only later in the day while on a routine check that the loss

was discovered. Now we were in trouble! Instead of a reasomably
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safe margin of fuel en hend, we were left with less than two

wveeks' supply. A1l thermostets in living ouarters, mess halls
and of fices were immediately set sand locked st £5°, which is a
ressonable temperature for sleeping, but net so het for daily

effice work and mealtimes,

It wes imperstive nowv to free the barge., Whet else could be done
te aceomplish thie? The solutieon wae ingenious snd comperatively
simple, Lemp black wase flown in and spread by plane and
helicopter along the route of the frozem chamnel. This sped up
the natural thawing of the ice by the actiom of the sum om the
black surface. Both plemes and helicepters were able to spread a
thick layer of lamp black over the channel, which fortunately

could be seen distimctly from the sir,

It was not a eclesn job, but it vorked. The putline of the channel
became more distinet day by dey. Finally the reseue barge pushed
through the ice the full eleven miles.

We vere » happy lot vhern #he docked snd the fiel was unloaded.

We might haye flovn in drume of fuel, but not emough telkeep the
vhole camp supplied snd it tagkes time to move 350 men out inm a

eingle passenger helicopter a,d ome small plane,

I have been told recently that a large quentity of esceped fuel

vas found trapped between the water and the ice and subsecuently

ealvaged.
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CHAPTER SIX

Target dete for bresk-through betveen east snéd the west borings
in the tunnel vas late October, 1953. Three times during the
tunnel job,the erews broke world recerds, Onme fpee cut 282 feet
in one week and the best day was €1 feet of granite torn out in
twventy-four houra. Rivalry between Tahtsa crews gnd betwveen the

creve workinpg on each of the four faces vas fantastie,

Or ¢he whole, there were fev labour disputes, JActually only two
strikes oceured to my recollection, one of vhich wae short apd had

an unexpected twist to 1t.

The messhall flunkies - waiters, dishwashers, and cooks' asides,
decided to welk off the job at West Tahtsa, It was & wildeat strike

and I imegine they thought it would eripple the operstion.

lgﬂl‘lli!t acted fast. Calling Vancouver by radio phome for
replacements, fired the entire erew, Ih a short time after walkimg
off the job, men were being flown off the job, then drivem to Burms

Lake for their pay and return fare,

This left the messhell vithout waiters. The tunnel works worked

on #hift snd mesls jJust had teo be continued on time,

The system was for carpenters to sit at one table, mechanies at
another and so on, esch man alvays sittihg in the s ame place,

One table was for senier sdministrative staff,

The office staff doubled for two days to act as weiters, eto, and
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actuvally everyome vas fed on time with considerable banter going

on during the process,

it the end of the first meal, for fum, everyone left a penny g8

a tip under their plate. This beckfired st our table beecsuse

at the next meal there was a slip of peper with an uncomplimentary
Jingle reflecting on each of our persomalitles in no uncertain

terms.

The radioc phone is an exasperating vay of getting a message through
as you have to spesk, then after stating "over", switeh to the
listening position so that the other person can start talking.

Thie is confusing, repetitious, and frustr,.t+ing. Another drawback
was lack o f any privacy. Private conversations had to be sent
from the radio hut and there was no sound proof booth, WNot that

it would have mattered becsuse every radio in camp was tuned inm te

the station in gquestion in cese incoming messages vere for them,

FPeople, who would never think of reading snother person's mail or
eavesdropping, could not help but overhear. Some converssptions

vere humour ocus, but some were slmost tragic,

The other strike was more serious., Tt not only lasted longer, it
vas slso a legal strike. Miners on the whole project were

invelved and negotistions were undervay at Kemano snd Vancouver.

Miners on the Kemano side of the moumtaim who wished to leave camp

could do se as boats callcd once or twice a wveek,

At West Tehtsa, the problem was how to get the men to t he railhead



at Burns Laye. Barges were out of the gquestion and the only
transportstion available was small planes which made the trip at

a considerable cost. Most cof the men chose i¢ remasin in camp,

With winter weather, confined space, and very litile to do but hang
around all day, tension mounted guieckly. Tempers frayed and therw

not much could be done about it.

Fortuvhately, a settlement was reached im a fewv days and the miners
returned to work. During the strike, there was mome spprehension
as to what could be dome if any serious disturbance occurred,
particularly when it was discovered the valve on the main water
supply had been tg pered with. Had this not beem spotted gquickly,

ve might have been without weter throughout camp.

Christmas 1951 was a major effeir in the camp. Everything was gay
and everybody had » marvelldus time. I, myself, was not present

as 1 had deeided to go home for the holidays.

A large number of the men from the camp, ineluding meny miners,
took time off also and special errangements had to be made to

get them to their doutinmtiols in time, Fortunately, the barges
vere rupning., Trueks, cars, etec, took them from FEast Tahtea to
Burns Lake where extre coaches had been arranged for om the C,N.R.

to Jesper. There they could pieck up the mainm lime train to Vancouver,

By the time the esst bound train arrived at Burns Lake there had been
ample time for purchasing large stocks of liguer to take home for
Christmas. Alas!, the best made planms.



On the train there were four or five members of the R.C.M.P.,
enroute to Prince Ceorge for a murder trial, Somehow or other,
word spresd that these constables were abosrd te keep order.
Feelings ran high for & time, then most of the men siwmered down.
Those who were too difficult were put off at stetions slong the
line, picked up by a following freight traim 1ied on for this

purpoese and continued their trip in the ¢ aboose.

A mild, but slightly intoxiceted Cerman plumbe#, entered the
perlor cer apd announced im & very solemn veice, but with sutheritys

"I heve taken over the C.N.R."

To the great amusement of the plllung-il trpvelling with us, he
proceeded to interview the conductors, porters, and other officials
on the t rain, promoting, demoting, or firing them as he felt
inclined. They 211 toock thisz as 2 great joke.

He then proceeded to give us s lecture on how to avoid the deaths
and injuries thet oceurfd in a train wreck. The main reasom for the
high rate of injuries, fatal and otherwise, he stated, was the

faet that so many persons injured were cecupying the reer cosch.
The solutidn, he sald, Cet rid of the rear cosch., This, he went

on to explain wves a simple matter. Run the train inte s siding,
split it in the middle, then with some shunting, take the rear
coach away from the end of the train and put it in the centre.
Result, mo more rear coach! All this was announced in a serious

tone of wvoice.

=36



By mornimg, wvhieh was a Sunday, everyone was looking forward te
arriving in Jasper and a wait of 45 minutes to catch the mainline
train to Vancouver. But no! The Vancouver irain was seven hours

l1ate, said the bulletin board.

Almost eilpht hours in Jasper on a Sunday. No beer parlor open.
Hotel unable to serve drinks, no pool room open, and snow. The
vaiting room at Jasper was erowded. The benches, wooden, and
back to back, wvere not comfortable, but they did form a2 narrow

counter.

It was e perfect place to throw a party! 1In no time at all the top
of the counter was covered with bottles of all shapes and sizes
containing a1l brands of liguor with the posaible exception of

uhllpl:ll-

Everyone was invited te joinm in and feelings were hurt if drinks
wvete refused. Using great discretion, the suthorities removed
the lone railvay polieeman on duty. Heaven only kmows vhat he

could have done if it hsd been necessary to callonm him,

Actually there was much galety and Christmas spirit of both kindw,
fortunately no incidents marred the day. At long l:8t the Vancouve
trein pulled in. With some helping hand, ell got aboard. Whether
they got te bed or even found the right berth is problemstieal, Wt

& good time was had by all. Christmaes Day itself may have been dry
unless supplies vére replenished elsevhere. There was certainly

little left after leaving Jssper.,
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CHAPTER SEVEN

When I returned to camp after Christmas, I travelled as a
passenger in a truck going to East Tahtsa, instesd of flying
from Burns Lake to West Tahtsa. Since it had been snowing
quite heavily, the roads were bad. Five truckes made the trip
in convoy so that help waes available if needed.

Travelling the road Alcan had punched through virgin forest,
lakes and gulleys, one sees exciting and wonderful scenes of
unsurpassed beauty. Road repair camps had been set up slong
the wvay with quite a large maintenance camp situated at Nadina.
The road ram through moose country and guite often these
magnificent animals could be seen. They wars are not easily
frightened and are, in faet, stupidly courageous. Stories have
been told of moese, particularly the male of the species,
trotting for miles in the headlights of a train, then suddenly
turning with their large solid antlers down, and charging the
engine with disastrous results to themselves but 1ittle damage

to the trainm.

On this trip we had seen a few moving threough the bush by the

roadside.

After leaving Nadina camp and when close to East Tahtsa camp,
ve spread out according to ojr own pace and arrived ome by ome.
We washed, sat down to supper, snd only thenm reslised that the

driver of the last truck was not present. We were about to send
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someone dowvn the road to investigate when the missing driver

arrived.
"Where have you been?"™ we asked. "What happened?™

With an excited grim on his face, he said: "I have just met the

politest moose in the world.®
"What the devil do you mean?™

"Well®”, he said, "I came eround a cormer and there im fromt of
« me Was an enormous bull moose. He came tovards me and stopped.
I stopped and sounded the horn. WNeo sign of backing up from the
-uugi; There we were, I sounding my horn, he standing still."
After awhile, I opemed the door on my side, got down and tried
tqfsh.il him off the roadside. Suddenly, he lowered his head and
q#.r.-a tovards me. I climbed back into the eab as fast as I
fgﬁull. He wvas the politest moese I ever saw, He closed the door
| behind me."
j You Ihﬂﬂlﬁlhl‘l seen the door or, rather, vhat wvas left of it,
f | The fimaltrip I made from West Tahtsa to East Tahtsa turned out
i) te be -linlt the last trip I made anyvhere. It was not only very
!I Inu_n“fnrtlblq, but rather frightening.

A

ruq- day, fnr“iurinl reasons, it was necessary for the camp
luptri:ttiiunt and mpself to go to East Tahtea. Due to weather
n?nlltinli, p{.llll vere ruled out. The only mode of travel left

+l a fllrliillﬂ open boat propelled by a small ges engine,
b
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We set out - a boatmen, the two of us, and a man who had been

terminated and was anxious to be on his way.

With the exception of our "termile™, as men leavimg were called,
we wore thiek heavy clothes, topped by oilskin trousers and
Jeckets. He wore his best suit apd shoes, a thick swegter and

overcoat, and an ordinary hat. He refused to dom the oilskin.

We got off to a good start and the water at the west end of the
lake wves calm because it was well protected in the west by the
mountains, but the temperature was ecoel. The lake has three
stretches of open water, gquite wide and connected by two marrow
cuts. The general route is to navigate from headland to headland
by the shortest route, This we did, but on psssing through the
first narrows, we saw that the water was getting rougher. It
seemed advisable to keep cleser to the shoreline although this
would inerease nnnlld-rlhlf the distance to be travelled amd would
mean replenishing the gas tank from the spare drum enrcute. We
turned towards the shore, and immediately the beat started te
ship water., There was nothimg te do but to decresse the degree
of the turn, We were wet and s little anxious as ve found it

necessary te start baling.

However, we were warm. Our "termite® was not se happy. Fortunately,
one of us, for purely medieinsl purposes, of course, had brought
aleng & bottle of whisky. For warmth, the ovmer uncorked it and
passited it e round,

Our passenger was a non-drinker, and although we vere gquite comserned
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about his welfare, we continued to thke nips.

It soon became evident that we would have to tie up somevhere

and replenish the fuel tank., We did not dare do this in open
veter vitht he engims cut off, so we moved closer to the shore
to find a spot to beach the boat. DPue to the s teep rocky mountain
slope, coves were scarce and in desparation we nosed inte = small
eleft in the rock just large emough for a man to step out and
steady the bow of the beat. is fast as possible the almest empty
tank vas filled up and avay w went.

As we rounded the last bay,w pulled inte a very small lumber mill
vhere we downed hot coffe, well laced with our whiskey, snd again
proceeded on ofr wey. During the final helf mile, our boat cut
ites way through thick iece forming on the lake.

There was nothing left in the whiskey bottle.

Bhortly after this I was advised I wes being transferred to the
canp at Nechako vhere wvork at the ill‘val vell past the preliminary

stage.

A few days later, after briefing my successor, I mid goodbye to
Tahtsa and after a short holiday at home, set off for my mew job
at t he dam., I never sawv the cemp again and never will. It was
dismantled at the completion of the job and the site is mov under

many feet of water.



CHAPTER EIGHT

I have never regretted that I drove into the camp at Nechako
Canyon instead of flying. From the air this part of northern
British Columbia is undoubtedly magnifiecent, but the real beauty

of the country ean only be seen and appreciated whem travelled

by car.

The road, vhich was conmstructed for this part of the project, is
en extension of a short road from Vanderhoof to a 1ittle Indisn

village about two miles out of town.

It was from Vapderhoof on the Censdian Natiomal Reilway that
everything - material, equipment, food - was transported to the
dam. The sise of some of the equipment was fantastie. Bulldesers,
trucks, cranes, shovels, pickups, loaders, scme of them weighing
tons, travelled over this rosd a distemce of approximately sixty
miles. The road passed by lakes, pasture lands, forests, over
streams, and in many cases muskegs, but in time and in spite of

much mud in eerly spring, it reached the site of the d am.

The Kenny Dam, st the time it was built, was the largest sloping
rock=filled elay core day in the world. It is not, however, the

highest.

Consideration had been given to a number of sites, all of which were

discarded due to lack of good footimgs. Finelly, = site meeting
&ll requirements was found in the canyon of the Nechake River,
which flovs eut of Natalkus Lake, the most easterly lake in the
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chain forming the reservoir., As the Nechako River leaves this
lake it travele in a north-easterly direction to jein the Fraser
River at Vanderheof, At its sourece it moves guietly, but swiftly,
bbetwveen low banks surrounded by patches of opem land in thick
forest. Here and there sre stretches of still water lined with

reeds,

Approaching the entrance of the canyon, the river gathers speed
and turbulence and races downwards through 300 feot high cliffs,
finally plunging down & gorge through repids spnd & whirlpeol cut
deep into the soft rock. It emerges from the gorge three or four

miles downstream.

Here, through flat, ranch like country, it becomes a quiet orderly
river heading for the mighty Fraser with little sign ﬁf ite

previous rampaging character.

The camp had been in operationover a year at the time of my arrival .
Preliminsry work vas completed snd setual work om the dam itself

wvas ebout to commence.

There were two separate parts of the camp, one on each side of the
eanyen. The living quarters, mess hall, kitchens, offices, md
varehouses, together with some sheps, vere on the near side of the
river and s little downstream from the actual dam site. All the
buildings were of wooden econstruction and strung out along a reoad

perched high up above the river itself,
A larger clesring on the other side of the ecanyon slightly upstream
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from the dam was occupied by oil storage tanks, repair end
maintenance shops for the large equipment, garages, and other
buildings required for storage purposes, As all of the roek and
much of the other fill required in the dam had to be obtained
from the far side of the river, a large amount of equipment was
kept on that side of the gorge. Until such time ss the d iversion
tunnel wes completed and the coffer dams built, it was impessible
to get any equipment over at the camp site, This necessitaged
building a roed along the bank for a few miles until a place
could be found te ford the river.

A suitable wpot was located and s further stretch of rosd bmilt
down the other side of the river to the newly cleared lot on the
far side of the damsite. All the equipment got across and

arrived safely at its destinstioen.

From then on, men who worked on the far side of the preject went
to work and returmed te camp by means of a suspemsion bridge high

up above the rushimg waters of the Nechako River.

By August, 1951, a 32 foot dismeter diversion tumnel, 1,539 feet
long waes bored through the canyon wall. Cutting 30 feet a day, it
took less than two months to complete this portiom of the job.
Concrete portals were poured, geates fitted, and when the coffer
dam was finally built, cutting off the canyon and redirecting the
vater flow inte the diversion tunnel, thedemsite held no more

water] Clearing could begin.



In addition, on both sides of the river spproximately 45 miles of
access roads, mainly to sources of fill material, were built. A
3,000 foot runway sdjacent to the camp, alloved men and materials

to be flown from Vamderhoof three sir hours sway.

A concrete sleb or base for the footing of the dam was begun. This
slab wes 150 feet long, 82 feet wide, eand 10 feet thick. It was
completed by May 1952.

For the impervious éore of the dam, clay of a certain type was
renyired and here again luck was on our side. A considerable

bed of just such a clay was found very clese to the camp and

after the surface was cleaned, slmost unlimited smounts of clay
became available for pickup by gigantie turmapull machines, This
clay laid on the waffle bed of the slab, was rolled with huge
rollers and tamped by machine and hand. Due to the design of the
slab, the clay could not slide on the river bed and no seepage
occurred, The entére c¢liff walls had been secraped by machinery,
and hand where necessery, to emsure a clean exposed surface om both

sides where the various materials for the dam would be pleaced.

This surface was grouted with a film of concrete up to two inches
in thickness and then liguid eement was injeeted under pressure

at tem foot intervels horizontelly.

The first drill hole was thrity feet depp. Comerete forced imto 1it,
The drills were then pushed to a 75 foet depth, the process repeated,
and again for a fimal drilling to 120 feet. The entire shoulder of
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the dem on both sides was nov impervious teo a depth of 125 feet.
About 1,000 men worked om this phase of the project and of those,
sbout 100 had their wives and families with them. Jusi outeide
the camp gates, a clearing in the woods had been made for a
trailer camp, complete v@tﬁ vater, sewer, and power. A number eof
trailers rsoon gathered l;ﬂ.ﬂith some prefabricated housing, a very
happy community Bﬂlpllt--ﬂith a small schook was in full swing.
This had a good effect uiﬁuulp morale and I must say that I have
never seen any place Hli}i a few wvomen commanded and got t he
respeet of hundreds c:fr":-- avay f rom ];ﬂll.

\ #}.
At the dem, there was an Alcan owned float plane amd pilot,
stationed for trips between the cemp, Burans Lake, Banderhoof,
and Piilﬂi:i-urii. A landing i}rip for bigger planes from points

further away was llii.IﬁllWrilt!ﬂa

Hurrur Lake, a 1&l¢rllkt¢i fbw liltl away on the far side of the
rlv!r was li-il rur = pll:: doek but it could not be reached by
4{;:111 the nlrf-r Ill was :ﬁiplutlﬂ end the diversion tunnel

¥
plu--. So the only Ivn#l.hﬁq plisce of wvater on the camp side

o n!.tl- river for ll litfipl& u.l‘?ilh Lake. This lake was really

N
a large, almost ciruullry reedy slough and certeinly not suitable
I‘l
for fully loaded pltnﬂi., The lnlutinn to this problem;, however,

|' I-

was actually lilpll. thIlhlltrvu-ur'nking to novices.

On my first trip ﬁt&, HP ;lth-rtl Il llrl! one morning at Fish
Lake. After 1¢nk1u - over h- 1 wve ‘were cattle, the pilet
ordered mm two ruun;;ﬁ:n r:u- the Bank in Burns Lake and myself
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to get aboard. The bank mem were returning from s pay mission
at the campes it was easier for the bank to come to the ceamp

with the money tham for the cemp to go te Burns Lake.

They seemed quite unconcermed snd im additiom to their cash boxes
vith some surplus eassh, were fully equipped with fishing rods

and tackle, The other two passengers did not get on the plene, but
made themselves comfortable in the sunshine by the lekeside as

we took off. This required the full length of the lake f rom a start
almost in the reeds and & take-off which jJjust eleared the bushes

on the far side.

Heading mcross the canyon and over thick bush, we eventually
sighted Murrey Lake., Ve landed mear s sandy point Jutting out
into fairly deep water. We taxied into shore and whem close
enough to tie up st a post, we were imstructed to get out. This
ve did; I, somevhat anxious as te the resson. My two companions

still gquite relaxed, immediately put their rods together.

"Will be back in sbout 15 minutes,” s&id the pilot, as he untl ed
the plane apd headed towards the camp. Plecing the cash boxes on
the sand, the bankers proceeded to the water edge and cast their

lines,

211 I eould think about was the thick heavy bush we had flowmn over
and the distemce by foet to the campsite; sleo, I woniered if

anyone other thanm the pilet knew we were there and did they know

vhere "there™ was,
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Anxiously watching the sky, I was relieved when a speek appeared
in the distanece which indue course turmed out te be our plane,

complete with the rest of the psssengers and their luggage.

The fishing stopped, the cash boxes were gathered up, esnd we
elimbed abeard., At Burns Lske the bankers went about their

businessj; I a bout mine.

Thinking of that lonely spot, far from anyvhere, I thought te
myself: "Meney isn't everything - the fishing tackel was much

more valuable than the eash in the boxes.?



CHAPTER NINE

High up above the walls of the canyom, a short-distance from the
éamp, vas an ideal spot for observing all that was pgeing on. For
miles around, the countryside revealed many new roads to the pits
from which 211 material had to be conveyed. Through the trees one
could see the vehieles rolling slong and there was a nnuitlnt hum
of machines, mixed with the sounds of vhistles from the loading

points indlecating load, filled, be off,

Dovn below was the floor of the canyon on which the damwss already
beginning to take shape, more feseinsting st night because of the
hundreds of lights shining down on the work and the twinkling of the
headlights as the machines passed through the thick forest. Along
the sigzag road on the side of the canyom and through the narrew gap
barely vide enough for twe trucks at a time, the loads passed in
proper order to be dumped in the respective steps. The sctivity

resemnbled a colossal snt colony.

One night I had a peculisr experience., From my vantasge point,
sitting in the dark, close to a light pole on the side of the road,
I wvas peacefully observing the activity belew me, wvhen suddenly
there vas a rustling sound all about me. There was no breesse

end I vas pussled. Then I wes consecious of little specks of

light, very small and dim. I could mnot figure it out apd for a

moment, thought perhaps that I had been in the bush too leong.
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Slowly 1ittle black spots, hundreds of them, moved about me in
the darkness. The movement and the whispering sounde continued,
Suddenly I realimed that I was im a favorite plasce for the scalers
luneh bresk in the eerly days of the job and I was literilly
surrounded by hundreds of field mice, who had beem 1iving and
multiplying om the food crumbs left from their lumeh boxes.

It was to this observation post that I took meny official visitors

vhe came to see the work in progreess.

Here, twenty-three hours a day was constant activity. The onmly
bresk weas an hour off for maintenance at 6:00 a.m, It was the

eilence during this period that used te wake the camp up.

Ae the vehieles arrived at the site, they dumped their losds -
spreading the material in stripes across the canyom. These strips

vere in steps ggeinst the slope of the rock, dumped in turn, f rom

the far side. The dam, when completed, would have s erest link

from wall te wall of spproximately 1,550 feet with a L0 foot wide

roadvay at the ecrown.

Commencihg with the downstream side, tons of good rock was monitored
with tons of water sec that all sand snd other materisl was washed
avay, leaving clean roek touching clesm reek. In sueccession, built
up against the rock, were steps of gravel of two sizes, then sand,
then the clay core and from there om im reverse order the same

material with a final leayer of rip rock on the upstresm side.



In effect, everything lesned against the rock, each one lowver
then the preceding ome., To get all this meterial inte the srea
in the right order, ealled for logistice of a high quality. This
was asccomplished by aid of radio equipment, which was installed in
the foremen's vehicles and at the machines in the various pits from
vhich the material was dug. Any breakdowm or holdup was reported
to a central conireol station amnd trucks were diverted or asdded from

other greas as required.

Visitors found the pattern most interesting and I used to stapd at

my observation post with them pointing out the interesting features

of the projeect. One dey, shortly after my arrivel at the dam,

having taken a couple up the hill, I was met by the jeb superintendent,
Rushing up to me with an irate look on his face, he s ald: "Nr.
Meldrum, you must stop teking vieitors up to your loekout."®

Thinking that there was lﬂll.==; order sgainst this, I explaimed:

"I'm sorry, I didn't know it veas egeinst regulations.”

8till loecking engry, he replied: "It ien't, but if you must ge wp
there, for heavens sake stop moving your arms about, All my men see
you silhouetted against the sky lime (I stant é' 3") waeving your

arms about s,d they are going all over the place And in all directions.”

Bursting into leughter at my surprised look, he rushed off, We got
eleng famously after that little episode.
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CHAPTER TEN
What do you do if you must have tons of rock - blew up a mountain?

That wes what wes done to build the Kemny Deam - a small mountain
upstream from the site and back a short distance from the river om
the far side of the cenyon, within easy hauling distance, was

literally blown to provide thermecessary materiesl.

Preparations for this projeet took time and consisted of boring
hundreds of yards of small tunnels sbout six feet high into the
mountain for a distance of 200 or 300 feet, There, traverse galleries
were cut starting 25 feet in frem the face until the entire space

inzide ves homeycombed.

Into these passages 200 tems of dynamite were packed, This esmeunt
would i1l five freight care and, until later that year wvhem Ripple
Rock was blown, this was the largest single shot of dynamite ever

used in Cana da.

The entire load was prepared for blasting so that on the day of

the big bang, the whole mass would 1ift u;d shatter inte smallpieces
vhieh shovels would load onto large trucks for dumping at the fill
at the rate of a load every 45 seconds. As it was dumped, each

load was sleuced down by hydraulic guns under pressure.
With preparations complete, a date was set,

Obviously ecertain precautions had to be made to ensure the safety
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of men and equipmant as it was unpredictable what would happen. The
living quarters at the camp wvere safe enough as the canyon lay between
and the locstions were far enough apart to ensure their unvulnerability.
Some buildimgs a shorter distance away might be affected, but the

big danger was omn the far side of the river. There lay the shops,

0il storage tanks, end other buildinges, ell close to the face of

the mountaim.

The o0il tanks were emptied to mbout the quarter mark, leaving enough
welght in the tank to hold them te the ground, snd guy vires were
then attached to prevent them tilting. The machine shop, 2 large
shell of s bullding, comparatively close, was emptied of everything -

tools, parts, machines, and fingers were orossfd as to its fate.

Everyone in the camp was notified that their sleep might be disturbed
on the following Sunday at the early hour of 5:30 a.m. In spite

of this, a large number of men turned out to see the sight from a
vantage spot on the other side of the river, sbout two miles frem

the blest. It was deylight, and the mountain was in clear view.
Cameras of all sizes, shapes and descriptions were in evidence.

The blasting wire was connected to a plunger some distanece away and
well protected by an outerop of rock. Two or three men only were
permitted near the scene of the explosion and they too had ample

protection.

A siren blev for several seconds and sll aetivity stopped. The signal

vas given and down went the plunger.
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First, a large black and white cloud of smoke rose intoc the air,

followed by a roar which echoed scross the valley.

Tvwe miles evay, we felt the punch of the blast and had to brace
ourselves ageinmst a great gust of wind, Through the smoke the whole
mountain seemed to heave upwards and then settle back with red
flashes appearing snd disappearing in the clouds of dust whieh

mushroomed upwards.

Great hunks of rock, some up to 200 tons, scattered over the
surrounding area; large pieces even landing with spectacular splashes

in the river many feet below.

Trees on the upper level of the mountain caught fire., A few seconds
later a hush descended. It was over and we moved back to assess

the results.

The oi1l tenks were still there, upright, end with ohly 2 few minor

dents in them. However, apart from the slab and I;Il pleces or roeck,
there was mo sign vhatsoever of the machine shop. The main objective,
shattering the mountain, had been accomplished, but some of the blast

had burst outwerds instead of upwards, swveeping the structure off its
foundation.

A storage shed on the far side of the river, which had been considered
quite safe, was leaning in a very drunkem fashion, but apart from

thie, no depgge vhatscever had occcurred.
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On investigation, it ws discovered that a small segment of the
dynamite filled mountain had not been fired. This presented a
problem with sn unknown guantity of explosives locsted an unknown
distance inside the mess of crumbled rock. Diggimg 1t with machines
would be extremely hasardous, As for loading rock fax from this

point, it was out of the guestien.

Again, luck was with us,

Poking ercumd in the debris, » short plece of the initisl wiring
vas found extending out from the pile. It was stteached to the
detonator and once sgein the endes were connected te & plunger, the
ares cleared, and the plunger activated. More smoke, more rock,

end time and money saved,

The process of dumping rock inte the canyon ecould mov commence inm

earnest,
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CHAPTER ELEVER

Dems, like other large projects, are usually officially dedicated
and the Kenny Dam, named after the Homourajple E. T. Kemny, then

Minister of Lands snd Forests, was no exception.

The planning and arrangements for this ceremony presented problems,

not unsurmenntable, but rather unusual.

The dam was miles away from the nearest railway station, itself
miles from Hontreal, Vencouver and Vietoria, f rom which peints a

large number of the attending guests would come.

Accommodation was restricted so thet the event wes plenned for one
day with a few special guestis staying overnight at the small compsny
guest house in the camp. The rest were to be located in the local
hotel at Vanderhoof and a special trsin 18ft on the railvay siding
at that station.

In addition, a large ecrowd of semi-official visitors vere invited
from Prince George, Burns Lake, Vanderhoof, and dther local points.

A1l these would gt least have to be fed,

The fun started after the first official 1ist of guests was received
by teletype at the camp. The regular mess hallf was, of course, inm
use by the men employed onm the job and therefore was not available
for a banquet hall., The recreation hall wes pressed into use and
tables and chakrs set up to sccommodate as many as possible, Box

lunches would be supplied for the overflow,
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Seating errangements from lists on hand wvere alwmost complete when the
first of many changes and additions arrived frem Veneouver. The
liste were revised and nev seating srrangements made, and the number
of box lunches were increased. Changes in the lists arrived until

8 halt was eslled end & final 1ist determined.
I had long since been delegated to the luneh box group.

In addition, the press sand radio personnel had to be looked after.
They needed office space, tables, chairs, and typewriters, so a

building was set aside and sll the svailable office equipment imstalled.

The teletype ané single phene line to Vanderhoof were both going
tventy-four houre & éey when a nev problem arose. The veather turned
hot and dry with dust hasard sdded to the gravel rosd stretching from
Venderhocof to the Dem. A= dosens and dozens of cars and buses were
going te travel im convey slong this route, headed by the Lisutenant
Govenor snd sn R.C.M.P. escort, somethipg had to be done to lay the
dust. Fortunately, we did have a number of watering carts on hand.
For a short periocd before THE day, an attempt was made to lay the
dust by webtering the roads, but improvement was temporary and with
the exception of the lead vehicle conteining His Honou#, the rest
ate dust all the way with tho tall end getting a real dose,

The dry cleaning bills must have run into the hundreds of dollars.
Everything was ell set. A simple plagque placed im a reck high up

above the damsite was draped snd close by hleachers were built. Weord
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Vas received from Vanderhoof that the cavaleade had started and the
camp vae elerted. T am sure that the progress of the visitors could
have been spotted from any high point skwag long before they reached
their destinsticn because they emerged eventually in a cloud of dust.
The plll?h[lr! disembarked, the special guests went into the rec
hall fo#}refrn-h-ant: and lunch, while those less fortunate were

each given a lumeh box and settled down im the shade to enjoy it.

I knev that the R.C.M.P, detachment were going tc have a regular
lunch i!tvuﬁ at one of the tables in the messhall. I felt it was ny
duty to see that they were well looked after. When in a emmp, it
vas a ;infnl hebit to make friemde with the cook. That day we had

the hlliflt'lk 1 have ever esaten.

After lunch, the guests toured the area, vhile preparations were

lldilqu the offieial ceremony. Up to this point everything had
£y ] |

gone well. One or two of the guests did get inte spots which were

uith:!:;_:_i' #,n{utrr |:|-'rnf, but spart from that, nothing serious oceurred.
I ; . 8
At tﬁi -#dfnr-thnt%oni, everyone gathered in front of the bleachers,
on ﬁhiqh lui- of itn Y.I.P.'s were seated. These bleachers faced
out q#rnii the lit-. E;nn-qulntlr, everyone Ywxx else who was
|all;1tn.lilt-n'tn the few short speeches, had their backs to the
Iﬂt.‘lll iu. Half way through the opening remarks, something went
rr’l; Ilth:thﬁ loudspeaker ;iilqp. At a certain point in the
n-t-qcﬁr, there ' uuu 8 loud boom to simulate the blowing up of the

un-hin. Smoke rose from behind the hill and & eonvoy of trucks
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full of rock which had been waiting out of sight, came into view
and solemnly dumped their load et the dam. Of course, everyome
turned to wateh and the rest of the speeches were addressed to the

backs of the crowd.

However, everyome had s good time and later in the day they all
‘started back to Venderhoof, Needless to say, they did not travel

back in close eomvey.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

While there were considerable moose in the neighbourhoed of the dam,
the country surrounding the site was mainly bear country. These
delightful, but sometimes dangerous snimels, were a great source

of smusement to the childrem living in camp. Their evening enter-
tainment wes a visit to the camp garbage dump vhere ome or more bears,
black or brown, and of various size, wvere usually te be found

searching for foed., It was delightful to wateh them.

The smount and quality of food that is thrown awvay st any camp is
tremendous as left-overs are not used again. The bears seemed to
sense this., On most eveninge at the dump a number of cars, generally

with children in them, would park with lights out.

As twilight came, se did the bears, silently emerging from the dense

forest with scarcely = look at the vehicles close by.

The dump itself vas a somevhat shallow trench with straight sides
inte which the garbage was placed, Fire from paper and boxes and
other woode were constahtly burning and it was interesting to watech
a bear making himself overcome his fear of fire for the sake of a

tasty tidbit.

I remember one large bear finding s piece of meat under a few bits of
burning weod., With ome eye on the wood, he pawed the mest gradually
tovards his mouth, Fvery now end then he drew back as he felt the

heat, but he persevered until st last he got the pilece in his mouth.
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A burning ember fell over on his snout. Dropping the mest, he gave
a yelp and shaking his head, disappeared into the bush. The last
viewv of him we had was his rear end, vhich was twitohing with utter

indignatioen,

During my stay at the cemp, I sav many of these animals, incl uding
an albine ef the brown bear spheie = & rare ereature. He was off
white in color and hendsome, He visited the dump often, but

generslly alone,

Unfortunately, before steps could be taken te proteet this rarity,
an amateur bear eatcher tried to take him alive., He succeeded in
getting a rfdope around his neck, but having dome g0, was unable te
complete the capture. The bear was found shot through the head with
the rope still dangling around his neck. The body had been skinned.

It vas a shame, because he was s fime speciman and would have been

of great interest inm a zooe.

The camp bears seemed gquite undisturbed by any noise or actionm
anyvhere near them., At one of the gravel pits where trucks were
loading every fev minutes there was a short tree stump at the point

vhere the truek turned inte loading positienm.

Often during the day, s smsll bear, 1ittle more than a cub, sat on
the stump watehing the trucks with interest. Back and forth his head

turned as if he were cheeking the number of trucks per hour and
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generally keeping an eye on the progress of the work, Trucks nosed
up to within & foot of him and it was only if the driver got down
from his cab that he then shoved any sign of fear and slipped off
into the bush. When all seemed quiet, back he would come and take

up his position again,

There might have been a little checking machine in his esmall paw,
but I was unable to find any bear om the payroll that month.

Beare have been known in some camps to wait outeside the m sshall amnd
take snacks from the men coming out., There 12 a pleture of a man
with & bun in his mouth, tempting o 8HE§ bear to take it from him.

In my opinien, this 1s overdeing it.

I hed discovered what I thought to be a good fishing spot at the
mouth of s stresm running into the Nechako River., Standing on a
poiht of lemd, I could cgst on my left into a stresam runming inte
the Nechako River, and in front into the river itself. On my right
wvas s path geing deep into the woods.

One sunny Sunday afternocen Iwas enjoying myself and had slready
caught two fair siszed trout, when glaneing along the pathway, I saw
a large bear spproaching with a look of determination on his face,
Diseoretion is the better part of valour, apart from which there was

net room for twe,

Reeling in my line and not walting to dismentle my rod, I scrambled



up the bank behind me and out of sight.

I hope he enjoyed my fish.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

A few miles upstream from the spet on the river vhere equipment

had been forded, a flow gauge machine had been suspended in mid stream.
It vas connected with a econtinuous chart record in s box on the bank.
The flow of water was measured constantly dey end night snd from the
chart, data could be picked up to determine the lemgth of time it
would take to fill the reservoir once the dam was completed and the

divereion tunnel gates dropped.

It wvas first estimated that five years would be required for the
reservoir to fill, but in feft water wes running over the spillwvay
in two and one-half years and the maximum f11] was reached in four

and one-half years.

As the gauge had to be checked periocdieally, an engineer made the
trip by boat, generally asccompanied by someone else in case of

emergency.

One sunny summer day I got the nod to go with him and permission
to spend the day up river. We decided it would be interesting te

try and make the exit point of the river from Nechake Lake, about

tventy miles upstiream,

The boat for the trip was tied up at the ford, so we loaded a 50HP
outboard motor, ourse lves, luneh spd fishing tackle onte a piekup
truck and set out early in the mormning. Resching the ford, we baled
out the boat, sttached the engine, packidd in everything, and set out.
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Nechako River is interesting as the country it flows through vlri;I.
In the dénse woods, above our starting peint, the river had eunt
through a short canyon in vhieh it made a right hand angle turn,
emerging inte an entirely different type of landscape - more spen

country with grasay slopes running up te thiek bluffs.

Fallen trees were everyvhere and also signs of forest fires of long
ego. Apart from the throbbing of our engine, mno sound and no sign

of 1ife was heard or seen,

We were aware that very few peecple had pessed this way - maybe a
trapper or two, or a prospector, or perheps sn Indian tribe, and

later, survey gangs loocking for suitable spots for the dam.

The river obviously at one time had been suddenly blocked, mot by
any fall of roek, but by an upheaval of earth around which it took
a wide detour. The twe short arms of water, each ending in the

mound, still remained to show the original course.

Around this bend we came to 5 vide strethh of water with a grass
bank on one side oppoesite the reedy mouth of s small stream. The
chaneces looked goof for fishimg, so ve slowed snd I dropped my line
over the side - splash. PEefore I could real out any lime, I hooked

e good siszsed fish.

This happened over amd over again, There was mo speort im it. I
believe that i1f I had held a hook in my hand, I could have caught them

vith my fingers.
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The river is vonderful for fishing anyvhere, but I hyd never seen
anything like this., Tellimg the story on other occasions, I met with

the remark:

"Come off it, you cen't get sway with that fish story."

My reply has slwvays been the same: "HONESTLY, IT HAPPENED."

Further on, ve had some difficulty making any headway even with

our powerful motor, and had to cross from side to side to find a
less rapid current., On a little sandy beach we distmmbed a large
black bear, who immediated y made off as fast as he could uphill te
the wvooeds. When I saw the speed he tr,,elled up that slope, I
recalled my fishing adventure with the bear and the adviece never to
run uphill if confronted by w besr. The reasom is that his short
front legs give him an advantage uphill, btut travelling dewnhill toe

fast he 1is likely to turn a semersault.

Apart from this, we sav no sign of an animel or a bird the whole t rip,

It took us more tham four sapd a half hours to travel the t wenty odd
miles to the lake and ome hour smd a bit to come bad We could have
made the retura trip im less time but there were m numerous gravel
bars te aveid.

EXXXX
Considering the number of wehikRes on the job, it was remarkable

that so few serious accidénts cccurred., Perhaps itwes becsuse most
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of the trucks were sturdy end large enough to survive a major
mishap; or perhaps smaller vehicles kept out of their way.
Certainly drivers of Vokkswegons and piekups gave them a wide

berth and many a time I was prepared to take to the bush rather
than tangle with the monsters, particularly if it was a turn-a=-pull.

These huge machines move along the rosd with a slight sigseg motion
like am alligator due te the fact that t he steering is electrically
eontrolled. On winding roads with hairpin bends, they move wvell
over to the far side of the road vhen making the turm gpd it is wise
to give them the right of way. One feailed te make a hikirpin tura,
erashed over the edge, landed upright om the read below, and with

a shake, proceeded om its way.

A huge Euelid truck mmi¥wmidn unloading the rock on the damsite was
not so fortumate, At the base of the rock slope on the downstream
side on the dry river bed were the pumps for monitoring the rock.
They stood on & 15 foot high platform with the pipes rumning up the
eanyon wall on one side te the pressure guns on the s ummit of the
roeck f11l. Om the left there was nothing betweem it and the canyon
walls. The whole system was set back epiece from the base eof the

rock pile.

I happened te be espproaching the d ownstream side of the d am onthe
river bed watching the truecks with their reck leoads rolling in ome
after the other and bscking up to unload on the edge highasbove me,



It wes feseinating to wateh the large rocks suddenly slide out of
the box snd bounce dowm the slope with little puffs of smoke and
spark as they struck other rocks. 8uddenly I noticed one of the
trucke had a single large rock as ites load. Slowly the box started
to tilt and the rock slid from the fromt end to the rear. Then

it Jjemmed. The fromt wheels of the vehicle reose slowly off the
ground and turning somersaults, losd amnd truck crashed down the
rockly slope. Some distence dowm the chassis wvedged into the rock
pile and the body parted company, proceeding downwards and outwards
towarde the pumphouse, Two men on the platform hearing the commotion,
gave one look upwards and headed for safety. The Body, fortunately,
passed to the left open side of the platform, but the men swore

apd I cen testify that neither of them touched ome of the eleven

rungs of the ladder gs they fled the pumping station,

I'd have done the same.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Insofar as fatal accidents were concerned, the record on the entire
project was very low, teking into mecount the number of men

employed and the mature of the work im each location.

Our worst fatal aceldent was not a conmstruction aceident; but took
place at the end of an enjoyable pieniec up river, whel three people

lost thelr lives ané one was rescued.

Late afterncon during a weekend, a message was received at the
dispatching office from a pickup trueck in the vielnity of the ford,
a popular pienie spot, that e boat with four people in 1t, two
married couples, had capsized in the river and had been swept
downstream towards the deep canyon, the diversion tunmnel, and the

gorge snd whirlpeel beyond.

The camp immedistely sprang into setion. TFortunately there were a
number of men available within eall, all of vhom responied immediately

to the emergeney.

Although it was probably too late, a rope net was immediately lowered
from the tep of the peortal of the diversion tumnel intc the seething
water below in case any of the victims was »still hanging onto the
boat if apd when it reached the dam. There was, of course, no way

of closing the gates.

Men were sent off by trucks to the scene of the tragedy with

instruetions to work downstream on beth sides as far as they could
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get on the chance that the boat snd ites occcupants had managed to
reach the shore or was on some gravel bar in the river. Once they
vere in the canyon, there wvas =till a hope that they might have
reached safety, but locating them would take time, organisation end
equipment. Im plaoces the walls were 200 feet below the roadway

and rescuers would have to be lovered by repes om both sides to

make a thorough search., Dusk was falling snd lseck of light hampered

the search.

As fast as possible, smell groups of men equipped with lamps, ropes,
and valkie telkies, were sent to warious spete along the river bank.
Some of these were to eseramble down the slopes amd investigate

every crevice or bar, while octhers were lowered dowan the sides teo
work thelr way eslong the water edge. It was a dangerous job, but

not one man refused, nor did sny man available met volunteer to assist.

The first news received in camp was good. One womsn had been found
alive om a gravel bar just abeve the entrance to the canyon where
the vater wvas no longer quiet. Ironically, she was the only one
of the four who could net swim and perhape this had saved her 1ife,
She had drifted with the current and weas deposited on the tip of a
small bar jutting out in the stream., She wes unharmed except for

bruises and sheoek,

In arder to be sure none had survived passage through the tunnel,
down the gorge, in and out of the whirlpoel, a young engineer, in

faet my companion of the river expedition, samd I loaded powerful

- Tnﬂl



battery operated search lights inte & truck and hesded downstresm
te & point vhere we could push our way through the woods te a peoint

vell below the exit of the gorge.

Thie entailed o long stiff hike and climb, especially as our losd was

not a light one end by this time it was almost dark, Foreing our

vay through hesvy woeds snd felling tirbers, we eventually came to

e more or lese clear spot vhieh surrounded an open part of the river.

A fast current wes flowing through this in a large cirecle. Driftwood

moved close to shore twoe or three times before setting off downstresm.

Here wve foumnd twe ldeesl spote .withinm hailing distance,

My companion moved upstresm to a place close to vhere the water still
cascaded down the gerge and very soom I saw the beam of his light

throwvn out onte the surface of the river.

Meanvhile, I set up my equipment to throw the light onto the largest
area of wvater moving in a slow circle in front of me., I was sure
that if the boat passed anyvhere near me, if unable to reach it, I

could at least see it and ascertain if it were empty or not.

o R

Darknews settled dovn and there was no sound except the water
crashing down the gorge and the rustling of a few disturbed animals
in the ntighborhund.?

About 3:00 a.m. my compenion cajled: ™There she is® and swung his
1ight sround to keep the wreckage in sight until I could pick it up

with my beam, As it drev close to me, I sav the smashed boat glide



pest om its side. 8Still some distance away, it appeared to be empiy.
Following its circular course, it drifted past a second time and on
the thiréd time my light fell directly over 1%, and into the bottem.

Not a sign cf anything.

We waited avhile and then packed up. It was a hard climb to the
road and we were cold, hungry, snd while we had held out little hope

of finding anythihg, were very deprecsed.

Back at camp reporis vere coming im from up river but ne werd that

anything had been found,

Later the next day, it was apparent that there were no survivors

and the search was called off.

Many wveeks later, ome bBody, that of a man, vas found away downstream
tovards Vanderhoof. To the best of my knowledge, no others were

ever foumnd.



CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Meanvhile construction of the dam had reached a point when the ]nti‘f

of the diversion tunnel could be safely closed and filling of the
resérvolr commenced, Riprap rock was in place on the upstream side

of the river and while more material would continue to be added, there
was no danger of the rising water reaching the working level for a

long, long time,

It wvas a tricky job, with a slim chance for a second attempt if —
the first was mot successful. The portsl would be submerged withinm
en hour or twe of the gates being lovered and pressure of the fast
moving water ageinst the steel gates would prevent them being

raised onece in plaece,

There were, in fact, twve gates side by side, separsted by a comneretes
pillar, These gates were massive steel pletes set 1n grooves and
could be lowered simultaneously inte two grooves set in the bottom
of the s tructure., They had been fastened in pleace in a reised
position some time before and held there by s series of pins which

would be released at the right time.

The method of lowering the gates was ingenious, Adjescent to, and
in line with, the gates a flgt stip of land had been prepared. At et
the far end of the strip scme tractors were stationed faeing awvay

from the gates. To these tractors were hitched steel cakles running

through steel pulleys end attached to hooks on the steel gates,

When the dey came, there were aslmost as many men and cameras out as



on the dey we blew up the mountain. This time the press also was

well represented. There was a feeling of great tension in the asir,

211 eyes were on the portal when the signal was given. The tractors,
which had been warming their engines for some time, took up the strainm
on the cables so that the pins holding the pates could be removed.
This vas dome. The entire mass of sieel was now ready to be lowered.
On another signsl ell tractors were slowly put im reverse., Then

vith s swish of speed, the machines reversed at a fast pace,

With hardly a splash the bottom of the getes hit the weter and slid
into the prepared grooves. This wes tricky. Hed a stonme or = piece .
of wood caught in the groove, it would hsve prevented a complete

seal. The cables slackened and the gates were down.

From the exit ﬁid- of the tunnel word was received that ne water
was flowing through sand all vas well. Immediately on receipt of
this informetion, other tryctors proceeded to shovel tons of sand
into the river at the portal. This formed im a sloping pile agaimet

the gates and prevented any seepage,

Leter a concrete plug wes pumped under pressure against the gates
inside the tunnel and fixed imnto the walls by means of notches.

Liguid concrete was also forced into therock surrounding the plug.

As soon as the gates had settled the river surged backwards in a
high crested wave and the level of the river began to rise., Never
again would the waters of the Nechsko River flow dowm several miles

of its old course. From that point on for four smd a half years,
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only the water from Murray Lake and the sdjoining lakes would reach

Venderhoof.

For the first few days the rise of the water was rapid. Very soon
trees on the river banks were surrounded by water. Many of these
were eventaully ecompletely covered while those on higher lend, after

the reservoir wes filled, still showed their tops.
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CHAPTER SIETEEN

Determined to be ome of the first, if not the first, to ever walk
down the river bed, I was at the downstream side of the dam as soon

as the gates had been lowered and the water started to rise.

Fo one was in sight as I reached the empty river bed. It was an
emasing sight. Roecks were strewn sbout and hundreds of hollows
vere filled with water., These, on examinstion, turned out to be
of all sizes, shepes and depth, meny of them quite deep, well over

10 feet, end in many cases of considérable ares.

In sddition to the roeks lying im the hellows, there were a large
number of fish which must have been surprised when they found

themselves out of their natural elems nt.

Each of the basins which had been gouged out of the soft reck by
the fotee of water leaping and twisting for hundreds of Years, was
separated by strips of hard rock of varying thickness from an inech
upwards. This rock had not been affected by the constant sctionm,

Many of the rocks wers of am irrepular shape, but meny had a smooth
round shape. From the bottom of the shallow omes, I picked up
handfulls of pim sized pebbles of brilliasnt colors, green, purple,
red and white, ground te a polished smoothness by thousands of

years of water action,

It was an eerie and impressive experience. No ome had ever stool

there before.



The wvalls of the canyon were still wet and reflected the colers
of the pebbles to the late water level at a height well above my
head., As the water dried from the rock surface, these colors

loat their brilliance and became dull.

Howvever, over and over ageain after s raim, the colors returned
in all their freshness, and during the short period the sun rays
vere able to resch in, the canyon again became sparkling and

brilliant.

Aep I stood there I became conscious of a spleashing sound from
numerous fish flipping from poeocl te poel in an attempt te reach

wvater deep emough to continue their way downstream,

The whirlpool on the right bank of the river eaught my sttentien.

While this was relatively full of water, much of it wvas exposed.

The left hand wall of the canyon was continuocus with a slight esutward
bow and over the years the river had made little impression onm it.

On the right, the situation was quite different. There vas a large
gep in the wall, the entrance to a hole ground out in a perfeet
eirele to a depth well belew the level of the river, This caused

the river to divide - one part hugging the left bank, the other
stream entering the cirele vhere it was sucked down to the bettom

of the poel to eventually emerge and continue on its way. The

tve separate ribbons of water at slightly different levels could

be seen quite eaerily from above when the river waes flowing. Now

the water lay clear and still and the rocks at the bottom of the



pool eould be-seen distinetly.

Over in a corner of the poel was a small cave where the soft roek
had been scoured out by the action of the swift wvater, Further
down the slope got steeper and steeper. There were fewer and fewver
basins. Here, undoubtedly, the water had leaped outwards instead
of swirling around. ltlthi very end wes s drop, vhich terminated
in & quiet stretech of water on the edge of which we had set up our
search lights the day of the tragedy.

Geologists found specimens of many types of roeck, but ne gold or
other precious metsl vas discovered amyvhere. Luck had been with
us on meny ocecasion, and I suppose it was asking too much to have

at least part of the project pay for itself,

The area to be flooded for the reservolir encompassed 335 square

miles g,d apart from the dam itself, was an elmost natural basin,

Eight small dykes, dems, and the spillway dem at Skins Lake, 50
miles from the Kenmney Dam on Ootsa Lake, were all that were
required te prevent the escape of water as it reached highfest

potential rumneff point.

Skins Lake deam, the major project, required 500 mn working all

summer. Their living quarters were tents, but a two-sborey

prefabricated bunkhouse building wes construeted for office, ware-

house and other uses, together with some other small buildings.

The dam itself was 55 feet high and about 200 feet lomg with twe
eontrolled gates, esch weighing 58 toms., It is smasing that only |
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about sixty femilies would be displeced in the entire watershed
area and on the whole s satisfaetory compemsation was worked out

in this conneetion,

Skins Leke wvas s very happy ecamp and, vhile everyome worked hard,
there was plenty of setivity evem though mo resl recreatiom hell

was ever built.

The camp was loecated in open cattle country and a nmpmber of horses
were available inm the neighbourhood for riding. Riding was ome of
the sports the staff turned to for relsxatiomn. A few even had
their own saddles and on ocecasions work stopped for 5 short while

to round up & miseing horse or locate a stray herd of cattle.

Another odd problem involved an old Indian graveyard. This wvas
solved by digging up the coffins end burning them. The ashes were
buried with due ceremony and a cairm with an aluminum cross wvas

erected marking the speot.

Until weater eould flow through the spillway into Skins Lake by way
of a man-made channel, and from there into Cheslatts Lake and Murray
Lake, fish 1ife in the lakes wes protected by a temporary wooden

dem at the outlet of the Murray River inte the Nechako.

Some valuable timber in the flooded perimeter of the reservoir
vas salvaged snd Aleam sgreed to underwrite any loss which a cOmpany

might incur im logging end processing the natursl resources.

Other timber was sslvaged later when the reservoir had filled up.
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Transportation and booming then beceme possible. The company also
agreed, at the request of the suthorities, to cut down ell growth

at the endes of wild game trails at the nev water level to enable

moose, etec. to gain sccess to the amctual water.

This solution caused considerable amusement smong the lecal
inhabitants and hunters resulting in a number of mnotices appearing
at various points reading "NORTH BOUND MOOSE ONLY® or "CARIBOO
TRAIL ONE-HALF MILE DUE EAST".

Down stream from the dem some of the cattlemen were upset about
their fences, which terminated at the banks of the Nechako River.
For a few years the water level of this river would drop and cattle
could them escape around the open ends of the fences. This problem
vas solved guite amicably by Alcan bearing the cost of bduilding

additions to the fences up to the new river bank.

Some animosity was felt in the town of Venderhoof, residents
protesting loss of the bird ssnetuary at the junetion of the
Nechako and Frasser Rivers, As s matter of faet, the shoreline
vas increased as the water dropped end the bird ssnctusry mueh

improved.

By now, friection between the local population and Alcan had
disappeared entirely, but the day the gates of the diversion
tunnel were closed, the Vanderhoof mewspaper came off the press
1 “Hith 8 black berder around the front page and the headline
"DEATH OF A RIVER®,



CHAFPTER SEVENTEEN

As soon as possible after conmstruction started, a road hsd been
pushed through to Murray Lake and from there all sea planes landed

and took off.

This beasutiful lske was drained by way of Murray River te the
Nechake River seven miles downstream from the damsite. By means
of a small wvooden dam with a controlled spillway, Murrsy Lake and
others which fed into it were later raised a few feet. Thus a
further contrel of their waters, which in the past had often been

in floed, could be carried out.

On this particular oceasion advance information was received that
tvo airforece officers vould be visiting the camp and it seo happened
I knev both of them, Accommodation overnight as well as meals
would be required. On the day of their arrival, the resident
engineer and myself drove out te the seaplane ramp at Murray Lake

to veleome them,

Having expected a small plane, I was somewvhat dismayed to see an
RCAF¥ Canso lend someway up the lske and sdvance slowly toevards us.
Lined up on the wings and floats were members of the crew keeping
a sharp lookout for snags. In due time the plane reached the ramp.

My two friends jumped out and we sheok hands,

Out of the cormer of my eye I sav no less than seven men step down

onto the doek and securely tie up the eraft. Having only one ear
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and anticipating lumch for two, I hastened to explain that it would
be at least half an hour befofe I could get a vehicle to pick them
up. I did noet mention that while lumch for seven would present ne
diffieulty, there might be a problem insofar ss accommodation was

concerned. The guest house was limited.

I need not have verried, hovever. Having cast his eye over the
eraft, the senior officer saluted hie group snd the moorings wvere
then solemnly untied, The men got back onto the planme, the

propellers turned, amnd the meoring line cast off,

It wvas just an exereise, They were bound for Primce George and

wvould return for the guests the next morming.
I do wish they wouldn't de thinges that way in the Airforce.
XTXXTTXX

Meanwhile in the diversion tunmel, erews had commenced pouring
concrete sgainst the inside of the steel gates, They might be there
for eternity but eould rust or wear avay and to prevent water

flowing through sgain, this precsution wes considered necessary.

About 30 feet back from the pertsl, a solid bulkhead was built and

a conerete pumping machine set up outside the exit, From this liqupid
concrete was pumped through a long pipe to withim the bulkhead
itself. Notches had been cut in the walls and when the conerete

hardened, the tunnel was permanently sesled.



As the concrete was pumped in under pressure for mbout 1500 feet,

the pipe had to be strapped in sectioms to the rock floor.

Somecne from Vancouver was curiocus to see how the Job wae progressing.
We walked in to inspect the work, The walls were dripping wet

end the noise of the machine d%g chugging avay eould be heard

quite clesrly from inside. GCingerly we progressed sleng the wet
floor with the pipe om our left heaving and streining as the liquid
was pushed through its lemgth. At the far end we stood for avhile
watching the men pack the mass inte plece, Then we started badk .

fome way from the entrance, the engine began to roar end race and
the pipe heaved upwarde from its strapping. Small Jets of white
liquid spurted out at the joints. We did net wait for the outecome
but ran full belt for the exit.

We made it a2 the motor was eut off.
XX XTI XX XX

The final job of buildimg a readway on the top of the dam was
about to commence when I r-a-iv-d word that i was transferred to

Kitimat on the far side of the mountain.

Watehing the dem rise hed in some way been the most interesting part
of the project, but construetion at Kitimat wes in reality the main
purpose behind it.

I wvas to switeh new to the fimal ecomstruction phase,
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Even today after eleven years of comstruction amd in a tewn of
more tham 10,000 people, anyome tyimg up 2t Kitimet dock might
be heard to say: "Where is this place, Kitimat?" Very 1ittls

of the project can be seen from the ship.
In 1952 this was more scecurste.

From the dock, s roughly comstructed road wound up the valley,
hugging the base of the mountains on the left, and skirting the
marshy emd of the Dougles Channel on the right where the shereline
gradually slsnts esstwards through meadow lamds om which at onme
time there were two ferms. Ruins of the old buildinmgs esn still

be diseerned.

Closé to the river delts is the narrow entrance to Minette Bay,
which pleys, snd will continue to play e mejor part in the
development of Kitimat. The shoreline of the Douglas Chanmel
from Minette Bay runs southwards past the Indien village of

Kitimeat, winding down to the open Pacific many miles away.

The day I srrived there were a number of people on the dock. A=
in other isolsted plsces, the thing te do wes to be on hand at
doeking time, Ships snd planes were the only means in or out of
Kitimat for sometime and the dockside gpd lsnding ramp vere the

hub of the eamp at arrival time and take-off.
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The first thing I wes avare of was noise. This originated from
the dredgers, going full blast on a channel to the company's
doek vhere deep sea vessels would unlosd their eargoes of alumima

oence the plant was in operatien.

The chanmel, which is g ,ite deep all the wvay from_ the ses, termim tes
at the north emd in low marshy land, on which some of the plant
buildings were to be built. Thie sres needed fill. There were

tve sourees availsble, the materisl from the channel, tve, gravel
from s huge gravel deposit a mile or twe up the read between the

plant site and the townsite.

The gravel deposit, = most fortulitous discovery, wvas nemed Alcan's
million dellar baby for it econtained an slmost unlimited supply

of good gravel. Both sources were used,

From the dredge, a huge 24-inech pipe on & number of floats ran
aeross the marsh. From it branch lines went out in all directions
and dey and night mud, water, and rocks, speved out in great
plles, wvere eventually pushed inte place by a fleet of bulldozers.
About 12,000 cubie yeardes of fill were pumped out each day. The
noise of the rocks going through the pipes was terrific ajd a

few days went by before I got accustomed to the sound,

From the gravel hill, truck =fter truck of gravel was hauled daily,
spread over the fill, and allowed to settle. The total depth
of fill ves about 25 feet.
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A short distenece up the road from the doek were bunkhouses,
small homes, the hospital, the bank, the sechool, and offices.
There wvas also a large two-storey bullding, housing om the
ground floor, the Hudsons' Bay store snd the post office apd on

the second floor the messhall.

It wes more thanm & year since construction had started spd at
thet time there vas little sign of any actual plant construetion.
This, on consideration, was only mtural, as the first essential
vas the welfare of sbout 1,000 workers and some families,

There wvas no plsce for them to live.

The first erew of mix ecarpenters and a cook worked on accommodation
to house more men wvho would be comimg im te build still more
sccommodation fof still mere men. It would be months before

the plant itself could be started.

To cut down on the emount of housing reqguired, a Sacramento River
stern-vheeler, the Delte King, was towed up from Ceslifornia

and onm the April high tide in 1952, was beached st the west end
of the Douglas Chanmel.

With gravel pushed up sll around it, and with its own pover system,
it previded accommedstion for 300 mem, except for water and sever
connections., These vere speedily hooked up.and the situation

eased immediately.

The Hudsons' Bay store was part of the Company's fur divisiem and



vas administered from Edmontom. Perhaps it was the last of the

posts to be built in British Columbia.

The pest o fice was a busy pleece. Mail came inm by ship and plane,
not alwayes at regular times. There were no post office boxes

and all mail had to be picked up. This resulted in long gueues.

At the Bank of Momtreal, whiech was the first bank in Kitimat,
business was brisk and again on paydays long queues were normal.
The majority of the men were in KEitimat without their femilien
and thousands of dollars im money orders, etc., were purchased at
the bank to send home. Banking hours were unususl - afternceons
snd evenings, to enable the men om shift teo do their finamcial

business.

By 1952 about one hundred small houses had been built on the
hilleide mear the doek for the first families, A school was
opened for the first pupils spread through im esll grades. i

gtaff of three teachers tock care of their edueation.

& lone R,C.M.P, officer mainteined law and order snd shortly after

my arrivel, I vas appointed Stipendiary Magistrate at Kitimat,

The future townsite lay north from the doeck up the valley end
across the Kitimat River., The six mile road link was hard te
build. Forest had to be cut down and swvamp and muskeg crossed,
but that year i1t was compleded past the gravel hill as far as the
river bank,
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Meanvhile, cn the other side of the river the townsite was being

cleared, and again s eomplete camp hed to be constructed.

As the bridpe vas & long-term project, all the men employed on

clearing the townsite lived on the far side of the river,

Men, materials, end equipment were taken asercss em a Yukem ferry,
vhich is 2 large flat bettomed barge atteached to a eable. The
current on the river, wvhiech is very fast, supplied the forece to
take it backwards and forverds. Trips vere msde continuously

during the day.

Some clearing was domne by ball and chain in light timbered areas
vhere the trees were thrity feet or more in height, but emall in
eircumference. This method entsiled the use of twve tracters eon
parallel cables, 300 feet apsrt. Messive cheins connected the
tractors to s steel ball, which bewled the trees over like ten

pinse as the tractors moved forward.

The trees themselves were culled for valuable timber, and *hm

discarde vére pushéd inte enermouns piles and burned.



CHAFTER NINETEEK

My quarters were in & smell house with three bedrooms and a
living room, which I shared with two other men on Alean's staff.
It was loceted scross the main road and above the Alcan office
and lllllll, vell equipped, hospital which were situated onm the
shorelime., Scattered about the hillside were 90 odd very smsll
homes. Also, in this ares wes a small company guest house snd

the R.C.M.P, office.

Later a more permanent Alcan comstructiom office was completed
further up the road, closer te the site of the plamt, The eld
offices vere turned inte staff gquarters., Our original houses
were alletted te the effice girle and school teachers end I must

say wWe were nsorry to leave them,

Married couples om the project were hospitable to those of us living
in the staff house. It was pleasant to be invited out for a

meal, alwvays a change from the food supplied in the messhall,

vhich was of the Wery choieest but lacking in the home-cooked

touch. To repay hospitality, on eceasions we helped out by baby
sitting. It was a much more comfortable way of spending am

evening as one could sit im an easy chair in pleasant surroundings

instesd of lyihg in one's bed to read.

I looked forward to these breasks, but one time an awkward situstionm

arose and I don't knov to this day what the mmitsx mother of the
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children thought happened that night. I was in my room when the
phone rang. On the other end was a friend's voice. He wanted

to kpow i1f I was busy. I said mnc.

Gould I come up snd sit for avhile g8 he had been ecalled out onm
an emergency? His wife, whom I had never met, was a doctor on
the medical staff at the hospital. ©She was in the operating roem

end conld not he reached.

I said I would be up immediately and dgshed off. On errival, I was
informed hurriedly a small boy was sound ssleep and the very young
baby would not stir, Off the father went and I settled down in s
chair with a good book,

Abont twenty minutes went by. A4l11 was guiet. Suddenly screans
came from the baby's room. I deshed in. The child was in her
erib standing up and yelling st the top of her voice., I turned

on the 1ight snd the cries stopped snd she smiled at me. Not
heving any experience with children, I smilcd at her, put her down,
and covered her up. Turning out the light I closed the door anmnd
headed back te my echair.

Nore screams,

Opening the door again, I wvas greeted again with e smile. This went
on for scmetime., Cheeking to see if by any chapce there was a pin
causing the trouble end findimg nothing, I decided I would let

the screams continue and hope feor the best.
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The phone rang and sgeinet a background of screame, I answered it.

It wes the mother, asking snxiously for her husbamd. 1 expleined
that he had been called out and had asked me to baby sit. I gave
my name, the baby's screams still sounding off stage, but we were

no longer connected,

In « few minutes, smseconds it seemed to me, I heard a cer outside

the decor. The door opened and in rushed the meother.

Not a sound in the house. The baby, still with e smile, bligsfully

asleep.
I stayed s short while end then mede my departure,

One of these daye I em goimg to ask the mother if, by anychence,
she thought I had been sticking pins in her child, The baby might
have had the sense to have gone on screaming lftirlhlr mother

arrived! : m

Bridge wae a faverite pastime in cemp and one Héidge ﬂgl- I will
n-vhi”rer'-t termireted in an unususel way. Four or nixv-r-

having a stag ewening and had been playing for lhii tilq. We

had 811 had e few drinks, but mo-one had had too -qeh.;' About
midnight en interesting hand was dealt and the h&dilll rlnlhid
four spades,

This called for some consideration and cunitqf;ptly q;-uli vas toe

concerned at the delay of the next hidl-r./'l;-lijit ﬁi consfidering
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g double, or a further bid,

We weited. The bidder set in his chsir upright, looking at his

cards fanned out in his hand, but no sound.

After a further delay, someone spoke: "Your bid."

Ko answver,

We looked elosely at him, His eyes were wide open, his cards
gpread firmly in his hand, but he was out cold. The game snded,

We foreefully removed the cards and put him te bed.



